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	Student Support Services

International Welfare Advice


Working in the UK

Guidelines for International Students

The stamp in your passport will tell you if you are allowed to work or not, so please check your passport for the conditions of your stay. To be allowed to work, the condition about employment needs to be a “restriction” rather than a “prohibition”.

What does a “restriction” on working look like in my passport?

It usually says: “No recourse to public funds. Work (and any changes) must be authorised.”

What does a “prohibition” on working look like in my passport?

It usually says: “No work or recourse to public funds”. This means that it is illegal for you to work in the UK. You may be able to have this stamp changed – please see the International Welfare Adviser for more information.

If you do have a “restriction” rather than a “prohibition”, then you are allowed to:

1. Work for up to 20 hours a week during term-time and 

2. Work any number of hours during college holidays.

3. Take a work placement, which is part of a “sandwich course”.

For more information visit: http://www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/workduring.pdf
If you are not sure if you are allowed to work or not, please show your passport to the International Welfare Adviser. It is a criminal offence to work if you do not have permission or to work for more hours than those authorised by the government.
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International Welfare Adviser
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