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IRIS MURDOCH AT TULANE UNIVERSITY 
 
John Burks 
University of Alabama 
 
 In the context of a course on Iris Murdoch he offered this spring at the University of Alabama at 
Tuscaloosa, John Burke led a group of students to a public talk given by Iris Murdoch in the company of 
her husband John Bayley at Tulane University on Tuesday March 24th. 
 The lecture itself took the form of a conversation between Iris Murdoch and John Bayley before a 
large and appreciative audience in Tulane’s McAlister Auditorium.  Murdoch took the occasion to repeat 
some of her well-known views on the role the novel should play in a world that continues to shed its faith 
in traditional religious teachings.  That role is not as easy for the novel writer today as it was for those in 
the nineteenth century.  Characters, for instance, can no longer believably turn to prayer at critical 
moments in the action.  John Bayley made some specific applications of these general points.  He 
mentioned their surprise, for instance, at discovering the current popularity of Barbara Pym in America.  
This he sees as a sign of a continuing hunger for the spiritual in reading audiences, who he believes are 
looking for writers willing to restore the sense of soul to its proper place at the center of fiction. 
 The next day the Alabamians met with Iris Murdoch in a class she was conducting on A Fairly 
Honourable Defeat and The Black Prince, a class that was part of a course on women writers being 
taught by Professor E. Philip Bollier of Tunlane’s English Department.  Iris Murdoch turned out to be 
relaxed and genial in person, and quite skilful in the classroom.  The most interesting questions tended to 
centre around her own intentions when writing a story as opposed to the interpretations that may later be 
put upon them.  (Is The Black Prince, for instance, a story about ambiguity?  Apparently not.  In answer 
to the question, ‘Who killed Arnold Baffin?’  ‘There can be no doubt of that.  His wife did.’  In answer to 
another question about Bradley Pearson, a question that arises about how at the climactic moment in The 
Black Prince the much older Bradley proves his virility to the much younger Julian, who is barely out of 
her teens.  ‘Should this be considered) “a rape”?’  ‘Not at all.  She loved him.’)  If this hour with Iris 
Murdoch proved nothing else, it proved that she is unusually forthcoming and open about her intentions.  
She also made it clear that the allegorical elements in A Fairly Honourable Defeat are intentional and that 
we are right to hear echoes of Paradise Lost  in the clash between Tallis Browne and Julius King.  
Leonard Browne is an embittered God the Father, dismayed at the way his creation has turned out.  He is 
disgruntled with his ineffective, long-suffering son.  Tallis is a Christ figure, a son who truly loves his 
Father, but who is also trying to redeem a hopelessly messy world. 
 
 
THE BIRTH OF A WRITER:  IRIS MURDOCH BEFORE 1950 
 
John Fletcher 
University of East Anglia 
 
 Like most professional authors, Iris Murdoch began writing when she was very young.  Much of 
what she wrote before 1950 – the year in which she began to publish philosophical papers and book 
reviews – will probably remain unpublished, at least during her lifetime.  It is known, for instance, that 
she wrote a number of novels before Under the Net was accepted for publication, but it is unclear 
whether the manuscripts have survived.  When I asked Iris Murdoch how I should refer to these 
unpublished novels in the bibliography I am compiling, she agreed with me that the safe formulation to 
describe them was ‘presumably lost’.  This may of course mean that she knows that they are lost; but it 
could equally well mean that she wishes them to be treated as if they were lost.  Either way, they are 
likely to remain inaccessible for as long as she has a say in the matter. 



 
 Most British schools issue a school magazine, and Badminton, where Iris Murdoch studied, was 
no exception.  As one would expect, her earliest published writings appeared in this periodical, known 
simply as Badminton School.  It is a rather high-minded publication, as befits the rather earnest liberal 
tone of the school generally, and Iris Murdoch’s writings fit very well with the image.  When she went 
up to Oxford in 1938 she continued to write for a time in the school magazine, but then equally she 
started to contribute to student publications, notably Oxford Forward and The Cherwell.  So far as I have 
been able to check, nothing by her ever appeared in Isis, however.  Her first appearance in a national, 
general interest periodical was the letter she wrote as chairman of the Oxford Labour Club ‘Full Circle’, 
which appeared in The New Statesman and Nation, a journal closely connected with the British Labour 
Party, in 1941.  Otherwise she published relatively little while at Oxford.  After she had left Oxford and 
joined the civil service, she was asked to contribute book reviews on philosophical and religious topics to 
The Adelphi, a quarterly edited by John Middleton Murray.  Thereafter, so far as I have been able to 
discover, she published nothing until the two book reviews in The Listener, a BBC publication, with 
which most listings of her writings began (cf. Richard Todd [1984], p. 108). 
 A list, as complete as I can make it, of all Iris Murdoch’s publications before 1950, the year of the 
Listener pieces, follows.  The only item which I have reason to believe exists, but which I have not been 
able to find, is mentioned in At Badminton with BMB by Those Who Were There, ed. Jean Storry 
(Bristol, England:  Badminton School, 1982), a compilation of reminiscences on Beatrice May Baker 
(1987-1973), the headmistress whom several generation of pupils including Iris Murdoch, referred to 
affectionately as ‘B.M.B’  On p. 20 of this memoir mention is made of a peace conference which 
Badminton organized and which was ‘described in an article written by Iris Murdoch in the local paper’.   
Iris Murdoch did indeed write an account of the conference in the school magazine (issue no. 72), but 
this could hardly be described as a newspaper.  There were at least three Bristol papers then, the Evening 
World, and the Western Daily Press, but careful searches at the British Library’s Newspaper Library in 
Colindale, London, have failed to turn up any contribution by the schoolgirl Iris Murdoch, and the Bristol 
Central Library cannot help either.  If any reader of the Iris Murdoch Newsletter is able to locate the 
article, or else eliminate it definitively from bibliographical enquiries, I should be most grateful to hear 
about the matter. 
 Note that Badminton School bears the date of the term or terms to which it refers 
(retrospectively), not the date of issue; for example, the issue dated Autumn Term 1933 appeared early in 
1934. 
 
1933 
‘The Fate of the Daisy Lee.  (A ballad).’  Badminton School, no. 61 (Autumn Term, 1932, and Spring 
Term, 1933), 45-6.  Signed ‘I MURDOCH (Group III)’ this 13-stanza poem appears in the same issue 
which announces (on p. 6) Iris Murdoch’s enrollment at the school. 
 
1934 
‘Expedition to Bradford-on-Avon’.  Badminton School, no. 63 (Autumn Term, 1933), 18-19.  Signed ‘I 
MURDOCH.  A.  LEECH’ this account of an outing by the newly-formed ‘Architecture Club’ was 
ostensibly written in collaboration with a fellow pupil (also listed on p. 6 of no. 61 as having enrolled  
with Iris Murdoch).  Since Iris Murdoch’s name appears first, however, out of alphabetical order, we can 
assume that she actually wrote it, with some assistance from the young Miss Leech. 
 
‘To Lowbrows’.  ‘To Highbrows’.  Badminton School, no. 64 (Spring Term, 1934), 21-3.  Signed ‘IRIS 
MURDOCH (Group IVA)’ these two brief essays on a topical theme were placed first, in a series of such 
by pupils at the school, under the general heading ‘Contrasting Views of Highbrows and Lowbrows’. 
 
‘Unimportant Persons’.  Badminton School, no. 65 (Summer Term, 1934), 41-2.  Signed ‘IRIS 
MURDOCH’, this short essay extolls the virtues of the non-famous, of whom the writer considers herself 
one, although ‘it sometimes depresses me’ (p. 41). 
 



 
1935  
‘How I Would Govern the Country’.  Badminton School, no. 67 (Spring and Summer Terms, 1935), 56-7  
Signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (aged 16)’.  This short piece may lay claim to be the author’s first essay on 
moral philosophy:  ‘Government is the combination of knowledge of the nation with the ideals of 
freedom, justice and Christianity, and those countries are happiest’, it concludes, ‘whose rulers combine 
these essentials in the best proportion’. 
 
1936 
‘Leonardo da Vinci as a Man of Science’. Badminton School, no. 68 (Autumn Term, 1935), 17-19.  
Signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Group V1)’, this report on a lecture by a visiting speaker bears the talk’s title. 
 
‘Translation of Horace’.  Ibid., p. 58.  Signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (VIth Form)’ this four-stanza poem 
translates  
Horace’s ode ‘Quis nulta gracilis te puer in rosa’ (Book I, v). 
 
‘League of Nations Union.  Junior Branch’.  ‘Literary Club’.  Badminton School, no. 69 (Spring Term, 
1936), 9, 24.  Two short accounts of meetings of the school clubs mentioned, the first signed ‘I. 
MURDOCH’ and the second ‘I.M’. 
 
‘The Diver.’  Ibid., p. 52.  A 3-stanza poem of 30 lines signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Group VI)’. 
 
‘Literary Club’.  ‘Architecture Club’.  Badminton School, no. 70 (Summer Term, 1936), 28, 28-9.  Two 
accounts, the first very brief, of club meetings; the signatures are ‘I.M.’ and ‘IRIS MURDOCH’ 
respectively. 
 
1937 
‘The School Branch of the League of Nations Union’.  Badminton School, no. 71 (Autumn Term, 1936), 
14.  A brief activities account signed ‘I.M.’ 
 
‘The League of Nations Union Christmas Holiday Lectures’.;Ibid., pp.14-19.  A detailed account of 
lectures organised in London in January 1937 by the Education department of the LNU which won 
shared first prize in a competition held by the LNU magazine Headway;  signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (VIth 
Form)’. 
 
‘Community Singing’.  Ibid., pp. 36-8.  An essay extolling the merits of this popular activity, in which 
Soviet Russia is referred to in passing as ‘that courageous and much-maligned country’ (p.38).  A 
linocut, entitled ‘The Prisoner’ and signed ‘I. Murdock’ (sic) appears on p. 39. 
 
Prize-winning essay on the theme ‘What Interested Me Most in the Christmas Holiday Lectures’.  
Headway;  A Monthly Review of the League of Nations, 19, 3 (March, 1937), 48.  A short essay on the 
same subject as that reported on pp. 14-19 in no. 71 of the school magazine; untitled, author’s name and 
school in lieu.  For this essay too Iris Murdoch won divided first prize. 
 
‘The School Junior Branch of the League of Nations Union.  Peace Conference March 17th to March 
20th’.  Badminton School, no. 72 (Spring Term, 1937), 12-13.  Report, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’, of a 
conference for local schools held at Badminton School ‘about the problems of war and peace, and how 
they affected youth’ (p. 12). ‘The Literary Club’.  Ibid., p. 21.  Report signed ‘I.M’ 
 
‘Millionaires and Megaliths’.  Ibid., pp. 25-8.  An account, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’ (Group VI)’, of a 
visit to the marmalade millionaire and archaeology enthusiast Mr. Keiller which reveals already an eye 
for comic detail:  ‘collecting cow milk-jugs is yet another hobby of the eccentric Mr Keiller’ (p. 28). 
 
Untitled poem.  Ibid., p. 48.  A 4-stanza poem signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’ (Sixth Form)’. 



 
‘The Praise of Colonos’.  Badminton School, no. 73 (Summer Term, 1937), p. 34.  Translated from the 
Oedipus Coloneus of Sophocles, 3 stanzas, 6 lines each, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Group VIA)’. 
 
1938 
‘Prize Essay in Headway’s Holiday Lecture Competition.’  Headway, 20, 2 (February 1938).  28; 
reprinted in Badminton School, no. 75 (Autumn Term 1937), 15-16.  Signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH, 
Badminton School’, this essay was on the theme ‘If I Were Foreign Secretary’ won undivided first prize 
in the second series of lectures by the LNU held in London in January 1938; the second prize went to 
Raymond Williams, future Professor of Drama at Cambridge University, England, and author of Culture 
and Society and The Long Revolution.
 
‘Literary Club’.  ‘Debating Club’.  Ibid., p. 19  Two activities reports, both signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH 
(Sixth Form)’. 
 
Come, Pale Feet’.  Untitled poem. Ibid., p. 34.  Two poems, the first of 4 stanzas, the second of 3, both 
signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Sixth Form)’. 
 
‘Literary Club’.  ‘Expedition to the Severn Bore.’ Badminton School, no. 76 (Spring Term, 1938), 27, 
29-30.  Reports on club activities and on a school expedition, the first signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH 
(Secretary)’ and the second ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Group VIA)’.  The frontispiece of the issue is a linocut 
by Iris Murdoch entitled ‘The Piper’.  
 
‘The Phoenix-Hearted’ (pp. 5-6), ‘Star-Fisher’ (pp. 10-11), ‘The Coming of April’ (p.16), ‘Lower Than 
the Angels’ (p. 20).  Four poems, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Aged 18 years) Badminton School’, in Post 
Venturers:  A Collection of Poems Written by Bristol School Boys and Girls (n.p., n.d.), on the pages 
indicated.  This anthology, with a preface by W. H. Auden (dated October 29, 1938), was edited by Iris 
Murdoch and printing was arranged by Gollancz at cost price (one shilling), in aid of the Fund for 
Chinese Medical Aid.  ‘The Phoenix-Hearted’ was reprinted in Badminton School, no. 77 (Summer 
Term, 1938), 18, and ‘Star-Fisher’ in Ibid., no. 78 (Autumn Term, 1938), 21, and all 4 poems in 600 
Years of Bristol Poetry, ed. Edward Martin and Bill Pickard (Bristol, England:  Arts and Leisure 
Committee of the City and County of Bristol, 1973), pp. 49-51. 
 
‘Poet Venturers’.  Badminton School, no. 77 p. 11.  An account, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH (Group 
VIA)’, of the origins of the venture; Auden’s foreword is reprinted immediately below her report. 
 
‘Visit of the Choir to Downside abbey’.  Ibid., p. 12.  Activity report, signed as above. 
 
1939 
‘The Playhouse:  ‘Lady Precious Stream’.  Oxford Forward , NS. no. 1 (January 14, 1939), 12.  Theatre 
review, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’.  Review of Anna Christie (Eugene O’Neill) at the Playhouse.  Ibid., 
no. 2 (January 21, 1939), 9. 
 
‘Poem’.  The Cherwell, 56, 3 (May 13, 1939), 57.  A 22-line poem, signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’. 
 
‘Oxford Lament’.  Oxford Forward, no. 12 (May 19, 1939), 5.  A 28-line poem in two stanzas, signed 
‘I.M.’ 
 
‘The Irish-Are They Human?’  The Cherwell, 56, 6 (June 3, 1939), 112, 114.  A polemical essay, signed 
‘IRIS MURDOCH’. 
 
‘Badmintonians at Oxford’.  Badminton School, no. 79 (Spring and Summer Terms, 1939), 27-8.  An 
unsigned account of activities of former pupils, in which Iris Murdoch refers to herself in the third 
person; the piece is clearly attributed to her, however, in the issue’s table of contents. 



 
Untitled poem.  The Cherwell, 57, 4 (November 11, 1939), 63.  One of two poems under the general 
heading ‘Poems’; the first is signed ‘IRIS MURDOCH’ and consists of 28 lines. 
 
1941 
 ‘Full Circle’.  New Statesman and Nation, 21 (May 3, 1941), 460-1.  Letter to the Editor about an article 
by Professor Joad. 
 
‘News from Oxford’.  Badminton School, no 81 (Spring and Summer Terms, 1941), 18-19.  Report on 
activities of former pupils; signed ‘I. Murdoch’, referred to in the text as ‘Idris Murdoch’ (sic). 
 
‘O.B.A. Week-end’.  Ibid., pp. 22-3.  Report of activities of the Old Badmintonian Association, signed ‘I. 
MURDOCH’. 
 
1942 
‘More about Wartime Oxford’.  Ibid., no. 82 (1941-1942), 23.  Signed ‘I.M.’, this report on activities of 
former pupils again refers to the writer in the third person. 
 
1943 
Review of Midnight Hour by Nicodemus.  The Adelphi, 19, 2 (January-March, 1943), 60-2.  Signed 
‘IRIS MURDOCH’. 
 
Review of The Rebirth of Christianity by Stanley Cook and of Taken at the Flood by Kenneth Ingram.  
Ibid., no. 4 (July –September, 1943), 125-7.  Same signature. 
 
1944 
Review of Worship and the Common Life by Eric Hayman.  Ibid., 20, 4 (July-September, 1944), 134-5.  
Same signature. 
 
 
FORTHCOMING AND NEWS 
 
ENCOUNTERS WITH IRIS MURDOCH 
Edited by Richard Todd 
isbn 90-6256-499-2 
approx. 96 pages 
ppd 
approx. DFL. 25.00 
 
 To mark the occasion of the visit to the Netherlands of Iris Murdoch and John Bayley at the end 
of October 1986, the Free University Press proposes to issue a short book covering the proceedings of the 
two-day symposium that was held in Amsterdam on 20 and 21 October. 
 The book, provisionally entitled ‘Encounters with Iris Murdoch’, will be introduced and edited by 
Richard Todd.  The five papers given during these two days will be reprinted, and each will be followed 
by an edited transcription of the discussion that ensued after each paper, and will include Iris Murdoch’s 
own response to the following speakers and topics: 
 
*John Fletcher (University of East Anglia).  The Foreign Translations. 
*Peter Conradi (Kingston Polytechnic), Iris Murdoch and Dostoevski:  The Comic Sense. 
*Diana Phillips (Rijksuniversitair Centrum Antwerp), The Complementarity of Good and Evil in A 
Fairly Honourable Defeat
*Wim Bronzwaer (Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen), Iris Murdoch’s Image of Plato in ‘The Fire and 
the Sun’ and ‘Acastos’. 



*Cheryl Bove (Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana), America and Americans in Iris Murdoch’s 
Novels. 
 
It is hoped that the book will be available during the Fall of 1987. 
 
Free University Press 
De Boelelaan 1105 
1081 HV Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel:  020-444355 
 

**** 
 

The first session devoted to Iris Murdoch at an MLA Convention will take place this year.  Martha Satz, 
President of the Iris Murdoch Society, submitted a panel to the MLA on ‘Iris Murdoch:  New Readings’, 
which has been approved and will be part of the program in San Francisco this December.  Three papers, 
submitted by John Burke (University of Alabama), Christine Evans (Harvard University) and Barbara 
Stevens Heusel (Wake Forest University) will comprise this first Iris Murdoch panel. 
 
 
THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER is the publication of the Iris Murdoch Society, formed at the 
Modern Language Association Convention in New York City in December 1986.  It will appear twice 
yearly, offering a forum for short articles and notices and keeping members of the Society informed of 
new publications, symposia, and other news that has a bearing on Iris Murdoch and her writings.  We 
welcome short articles (no longer than 5 pages), notes, news, reviews and bibliographical information.  
Please address all material to: 
 

Christine Ann Evans 
Editor 
Iris Murdoch Newsletter 
Program in History and Literature 
14 Quincy Street 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

 
If you would like to become a member of the Society and automatically receive a Newsletter, please send 
a check in payment for the yearly dues (individual, $10 US, a student/retiree $5 US) to: 
 

Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer 
THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
Department of English/Box 7387 
Wake Forest University 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina  27109 
 

 



 
THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER 

Volume 2, December 1988 
 
 

FIRST MLA SESSION DEVOTED TO IRIS MURDOCH 
 
The first session devoted to Iris Murdoch at a Modern Languages Association convention took place last 
December in San Francisco. Martha Satz, then president of the Iris Murdoch Society, submitted the panel 
entitled “Iris Murdoch: New Readings.” Abstracts of the papers follow. If you would like a copy of the 
papers, please contact the authors directly. 

 
The Philosophical Fable in The Philosopher’s Pupil 

John J. Burke, Jr. University of Alabama 
 
Murdoch’s novels are so rich and complex they seem to defy a single interpretation, and The 
Philosopher’s Pupil is no exception. When I call attention to the philosophical fable in The Philosopher’s 
Pupil, I am not offering an overall interpretation of the novel, but rather an interpretation of one of its 
parts. In the story of the philosopher John Robert Rozanov, I find a fable not unlike that of Candide, 
Voltaire’s attack on Leibnitzian optimism. The story of John Robert Rozanov, unbeknownst to most of 
the inhabitants of Ennistone, is the story of an empty success, a towering intellect who finds his best 
efforts to contain the world inside logical and orderly structures frustrated by the dark forces within. In 
Murdoch’s fable those dark forces are represented by Eros who has the power to defeat and humble us, as 
he defeats and humbles John Robert Rozanov whose longings for his own granddaughter drive him to 
suicide at the end. The philosophical fable in The Philosopher’s Pupil is a story of defeat of Philosophy 
and the triumph of Aphrodite 
 

Iris Murdoch and the Forms of Popular Literature, Or Who Shot Radeechy? 
Christine Ann Evans, Harvard University 

 
It is the peculiar intersection between the moral philosopher and the literary theorist and practitioner that 
makes Iris Murdoch’s writing on aesthetics so rich. But, though it would be folly to disentangle wholly 
these identities, too often Murdoch’s critics err by entirely equating them, by seeing her aesthetic and 
literary theory as a mere corollary to her moral philosophy. This tendency makes itself particularly 
evident in responses to Murdoch’s aesthetic valuation; while her distinction between “good” and “bad” 
art can be linked, finally, to an ethical effect upon a receiver (“great art is good for us”), discussions of 
her theories of valuation center too exclusively upon ethical and moral criteria to the exclusion of the 
aesthetic. One essential term in Murdoch’s equation is overlooked – that of the strategies in art that 
mediate “good” and “bad” responses. These strategies, the systems of formal and cultural signs that 
structure meaning, constitute the medium through which the aesthetic is translated into the ethical, and it 
is these systems that this discussion attempts to outline. In my attempt to explore these strategies, I draw 
from and refer to the theory surrounding the valuation of popular literature, in particular its subgroup 
detective fiction, and this for several reasons. First, a lively debate on literary valuation is raging now 
around the subject of the popular, enlisting both noted apologists and vociferous nay-sayers. Murdoch’s 
emphasis on “consolation” and the familiarity and circularity that produce it coincides with these major 
treatments, and reference to them will elucidate Murdoch’s own theories and grant them their deserved 
place in this debate. Secondly, Murdoch herself has written several novels that touch the precincts of the 
popular; The Unicorn, for example, evokes the Gothic romance, and The Nice and the Good detective 
fiction. This paper at the end turns to a study of The Nice and the Good, a novel that at the same time 
works within and works against the form of detective fiction. Some of Murdoch’s most mordant and 
effective criticisms of “bad” literature appear in this novel in the gap between a certain level of 



expectations elicited by the novel’s ostensible “popular” form and its refusal to satisfy these expectations. 
The text’s invitation toward a certain reading and its subsequent refusal to permit that reading crystallize 
and render explicit those strategies operative within bad literature, and suggest the counter-strategies of 
good (or at least better) literature. 
 

The Carnivalesque in The Philosopher’s Pupil: A Bakhtinian Reading of Iris Murdoch 
 

by Barbara Stevens Heusel’ Wake Forest University 
 

Critics have not recognized the dialogical openness of Iris Murdoch’s twenty-three novels. Many of those 
who find fault with her fiction complain about the novel’s strong carnivalesque flavor, her celebration of 
radical change and renewal: what Mikhail Bakhtin calls the violation of the usual. Bakhtin traces the 
doubleness of dialogic discourse in Western literature to the carnivalistic satyr play, the comic play that 
subverts rationality and gravity, wedding the sacred and profane (Problems 101). The content and form of 
virtually every Murdoch novel employs elements Julia Kristeva describes as carnivalesque – the spectacle 
without a stage, mirroring the folk game; the erotic orgies, mirroring ancient sacred worship; the 
phantasmagoria (Desire 82). For Bakhtin, birth is fraught with death and death with new birth, and 
carnival celebrates change itself (Problems 103); Murdoch revels in the same understanding. Bakhtin’s 
writings, then, provide an especially fruitful way of seeing The Philosopher’s Pupil (1983). 
 
Throughout the novel Murdoch employs the two components of carnival: staged spectacle (e.g. the orgy 
following the Triumph of Aphrodite rehearsals) and conscious use of theatrical language (e.g.) diatribe, 
journalese, expose). Murdoch first stages a realistic representation and then, using language to repudiate 
it, provokes laughter; just as Kristeva says carnival does (Desire 79). In The Philosopher’s Pupil spectacle 
and language bring to light insights from the unconscious: insights about sexuality, birth, and death 
(again, Kristeva discusses the pattern [Desire 78]. Murdoch uses the dialogic mode to test ideas, raise 
questions, and arouse the senses by exhibiting incongruity and eccentricity. Having found a strategy that 
makes room for contingency, she steps back from the text of this novel and gives characters the freedom 
to explore spiritual problems. 
 

 Review Article 
 

Encounters with Iris Murdoch: Proceedings of an Informal Symposium on Iris Murdoch’s Work 
held at the Free University, Amsterdam, on 20 and 21 October 1986. Ed. Richard Todd. 

Amsterdam: Free University, 1988, 116 pages. 
 
In editing this spare volume that includes five papers and five discussions, Richard Todd made the 
felicitous decision to end not the way the conference did, but rather with Dame Iris’s humble response to 
the discussion following Diana Phillips reading of The Complementarity of Good and Evil in a Fairly 
Honorable Defeat: “…if someone could tell me how to make my novels much better, I would be very 
glad. But I think the help that comes, that makes one’s work better, comes from very deep inside the soul 
and the unconscious mind.” During this “wide-ranging” discussion, Todd, in response to Murdoch’s 
analysis of her novelistic reincarnation – Tallis as Christ, his father Leonard as God, and Julius as Satan – 
nudges Murdoch into talking about the way she separates her thought about the novel from her 
philosophical thought. She acknowledges that “making Leonard into a joke would be quite different from 
arguing why the idea of God the Father is not tolerable now.” 
 
Iris Murdoch aficionados will find John Fletcher’s 15-page bibliography of translations of Murdoch’s 
books into 28 foreign languages and his tabular list immeasurably useful. Fletcher informs us with his 
descriptions of the books and his analysis of the way the volumes betray national character and economic 
situation; then he entertains us with his examination of mistakes of translation and “real howlers” such as 
Andre Malraux’s first wife’s translation of bookie, a bookmaker, as “bootlegger”. 
 



Peter Conradi’s “Iris Murdoch and Dostoevsky” demonstrates that Murdoch is a “direct heir” of 
Dostoevsky. The novelist’s analyses of the irrational and of the sado-masochistic system grow out of 
times of moral anarchy: Dostoevsky’s “paradigm crimes” being “child-rape and murder”, Murdoch’s 
being “incestuous love, adultery, theft.”  
 
In the discussion following W. Bronzwaer’s paper, “Images of Plato in ‘The Fire and the Sun’ and 
‘Acastos’,” Murdoch, exploring the ideal of prelinguistic reality, disagrees with Jacques Derrida’s idea 
that “writing is prior to speech.” One of the great moments in the book is Iris Murdoch’s heated response 
to Cheryl Bove’s “America and Americans in the Novels of Iris Murdoch,” which concludes: “among the 
other national types represented in Iris Murdoch’s novels, only Americans consistently reflect the self-
serving attitude and desire for material returns of the spiritually unenlightened.”  
 
Iris Murdoch: “I want to defend myself against some of these charges!” 
 
Cheryl Bove: “Oh, I wasn’t attacking!” 
 
Barbara Stevens Heusel 
University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 
 
FORTHCOMING AND NEWS 

 
IRIS MURDOCH, MURIEL SPARK, AND JOHN FOWLES: DIDACTIC DEMONS IN MODERN 
FICTION  
Richard C. Kane 
ISBN 0-8386-3324-2 
176 pages 
$28.50 
 
This provocative study suggests a new genre in contemporary literature – demonic didacticism. With 
penetrating analysis of eight novels and references to essays by the artists, the author shows how Iris 
Murdoch, Muriel Spark and John Fowles use a variety of demonic elements to make significant moral 
statements. 
 
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press 
440 Forsgate Dr. 
Cranbury, N.J. 08512 
 

**************************************** 
 

Christine Evans will propose a session dedicated to Iris Murdoch for the 1990 Northeast Modern 
Languages Conference. If you are interested in submitting a paper for this session, look for the call for 
papers in the NEMLA Newsletter or contact Christine Evans directly through Lesley College, Cambridge, 
MA 02238. 

 
***************************************** 

 
John J. Burke, Jr., the President of the Iris Murdoch Society, submitted a proposal for a special session for 
the 1988 MLA convention entitled “Iris Murdoch’s Experiments with Form.” This proposal was not 
accepted by the Program Committee. The members of the Iris Murdoch Society intend to submit a new 
proposal for a special session for the 1989 convention in Washington, D.C. Look for an announcement of 
this proposed session in the MLA Newsletter. 
 
 



 
THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER is the publication of the Iris Murdoch Society, formed at the 
Modern Language Association Convention in New York City in December 1986. It will appear yearly, 
offering a forum for short articles and notices and keeping members of the Society informed of new 
publications, symposia, and other news that has a bearing on Iris Murdoch and her writings. We welcome 
short articles (no longer than five pages), notes, news, reviews and bibliographical information. Please 
address all material to: 
 
Christine Evans 
Editor 
Iris Murdoch Newsletter 
Lesley College 
Cambridge, MA 02238 
 
If you would like to become a member of the Society and automatically receive a Newsletter, please send 
a check in payment for the yearly dues (individual, $10 US, couple $15 US, student/retiree $5 US) to: 
 
Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer 
THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
Department of English 
CB #3520, Greenlaw Hall 
The University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3520 
 
 
 
 
There will be a meeting of the membership of the Irish Murdoch Society at the MLA Convention in New 
Orleans in John Burke’s room on Wednesday, December 28th. Board meeting at 3:00. General meeting at 
4:00. 
 



THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER 
Number 3   Summer 1989 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD AND  

THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
 

The Iris Murdoch Society will keep its membership apprised of its yearly meetings within the pages of 
The Iris Murdoch Newsletter.  The following are the minutes of its meetings held at the MLA 
Conventions in San Francisco in 1987 and in New Orleans in 1988.  We extend our thanks to Dennis 
Moore who has diligently maintained this record for us. 
 

THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY
January 1988 

 
MINUTES:  Board Meeting, 3.00pm December 29, 1987 

 
Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Secretary-Treasurer, called the meeting to order shortly after 3.00pm, in her 
room at the San Francisco Hilton.  Attending:  John BURKE, Christine Ann EVANS, Barbara Stevens 
HEUSEL, Amin MALAK, and Dennis MOORE. 
 
HEUSEL reported that Martha SATZ, Society president, had called to say she cannot attend either this 
meeting or the 4.00pm annual meeting.  SATZ gave HEUSEL her proxy for voting on the proposed 
Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws. 
 
(Item:  Special Sessions.)  BURKE reported that the MLA program committee had accepted only 202 of 
the approximately 500 proposals they had received for special sessions.  MALAK said he had been told, 
last year, that the Society had just missed the cut-off for having a special session approved.  BURKE had 
written to SATZ with specific suggestions for making this year’s proposal more likely to be accepted.  
MALAK raised question of submitting a proposal for 1988 special session, at MLA’s New Orleans 
meeting, as opposed to waiting to have one in 1989 convention in Washington D.C.  Board agreed to 
present question at 4.00pm annual meeting.  BURKE, MALAK and HEUSEL each suggested possible 
topics. 
 
(Item: Resolutions).  Board considered and passed each of these four resolutions.  MALAK moved that 
Board commend Wake Forest University for its generous support of the Society during our first year; 
Board approved resolution unanimously.  MALAK moved that board commend Harvard University for 
contributing toward the expenses of the Society’s first Newsletter; Board approved resolution 
unanimously.  Moore moved that Board commend Barbara Stevens HEUSEL for her efforts at creating 
our Society; Board approved resolution unanimously.  Board agreed that BURKE will announce these 
resolutions at tomorrow morning’s Special Session. 
 
(Item: Newsletter).  BURKE moved, MALIK seconded that By-Laws require the Society’s Newsletter, to 
be published ‘one or more times per year’, rather than three times, motion passed.  EVANS reported that 
she is pursuing a grant to expand circulation of the Newsletter, especially among major research 
institutions.  HEUSEL asked about amount of information available for inclusion in next issue, and 
EVANS confirmed that she had received very little.  EVANS suggested including a 400-word abstract of 
each paper at tomorrow’s Special Session.  BURKE suggested that next issue mention Elizabeth Dipple’s 
new book, The Unresolvable Plot, which will include a chapter on Murdoch. 
 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report).  HEUSEL read report, a copy of which is to be attached to these 
minutes.  HEUSEL has sent an invitation to each writer included in Haro Bloom’s collection of essays on 
Murdoch; two contributors responded by joining the Society. 



(Item:  Dues).  MALAK raised issue of international exchange rate, expressing concern on part of many 
readers in Canada who have resisted sending $10 American.  MALAK moved to change dues structure by 
dropping any reference to U.S. dollars: BURKE seconded. Motion passed. 
 
(Item:  Proxies).  HEUSEL raised question of using proxies; BURKE suggested tabling the matter. 
 
(Item:  Next year’s meetings).  HEUSEL suggested 
setting times and date for the next year’s board meeting and annual meeting.  BURKE recommended 
3.00pm and 4.00pm on Wednesday, December 28, 1988, to avoid any possible conflicts with meetings of 
MLA Delegate Assembly. 
 
Board adjourned in order to begin 4.00pm Annual Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 

Minutes: Annual Meeting 4.00pm December 29, 1987 
 

Amin MALAK, Society Vice President, called the meeting to order shortly after 4.00pm in the room of 
the Secretary-Treasurer Barbara Steven HEUSEL at the San Francisco Hilton.  Attending:  Miranda 
BOCK-PALLANT, John BURKE, Christine Ann EVANS, Barbara Stevens HEUSEK, Amin MALAK 
and Dennis MOOR. 
 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report).  HEUSEL circulated copies of minutes from December 29, 1986 
meeting in New York City and then presented Secretary-Treasurer’s report, a copy of which is to be 
attached to these minutes. MOORE moved, HEUSEL seconded that copy of report be furnished to 
EVANS for inclusion in next issue of Society’s Newsletter; motion passed.  MALAK asked EVANS to 
send additional copies to each Board member, HEUSEL will furnish copy of report, and of membership 
list (as of December 19, 1987) to MALIK. 
 
(Item:  Membership).  MALAK said it is most heartening to see that the Society has 31 members during 
its first year.  MOORE asked about legality of circulating membership list, MALAK said that to do so 
would be illegal. 
 
(Item:  Election of officers).  HEUSEL nominated Amin MALAK, current Vice President, for one-year 
term as president, and John BURKE for one-year term as Vice President.  Both passed unanimously. 
 
(Item:  Dues structure).  MALAK moved to change dues structure by dropping any reference to U.S 
dollars; HEUSEL seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
(Item:  Proposing a session for 1988 MLA convention).  MALAK suggested it would be   
appropriate to have a session every second year.   
BURKE reminded group that Society’s fate is not totally in our own hands, in that MLA has to decide 
whether to approve any proposal; he recommended that, having no guarantees, we submit a proposal each 
year. 
 
MOORE asked if our sponsoring special sessions would strengthen our case when we apply to the MLA 
for Affiliate status, and BURKE said that it should.  We discussed the question of including Iris Murdoch 
as proposed speaker in whatever special session we propose.  Burke surmised that we would need to 
provide for John Bayley’s accompanying her – and reported that Tulane University had brought them to 
New Orleans in early 1987 through a large Mellon grant. 
 
MOORE suggested that BURKE develop a proposal for 1988 MLA, and BURKE reiterated possibilities:  
(1) a large session, perhaps with funding from MLA, that would include her presence; (2) simply having 



another Special Session of papers.  MOORE raised possibility of a two-part celebration of Murdoch’s 
birthday; proposing a panel for 1988 and then proposing a larger program for the 1989 convention that 
would include participation by Dame Iris. 
 
MALAK pointed out that through our Newsletter we can certainly call attention to her birthday.  
HEUSEL reported that the Literary Review (London) has asked her for a special critique of Murdoch’s 
work in commemoration of the seventieth birthday, EVANS asked about possibility of targeting other 
publications, and MALAK reminded group of special edition  
published in 1968 by Modern Fiction Studies. 
 
Consensus was that first possibility BURKE had described would not be practical for 1988 MLA. 
BURKE agreed to submit proposal for 1988 special session, tentatively entitled ‘Iris Murdoch’s 
Experiments in Form’, and he will announce that proposal at tomorrow’s Special Session. 
 
(‘Iris Murdoch:  New Readings’ will be at 8.30 a.m. in the Lassen Room of the San Francisco Hilton, as 
session 631 in the MLA’s 1987 convention.  Martha SATZ, the Society’s 1987 President, will preside and 
BURKE, EVANS and HEUSEL will read papers). 
 
HEUSEL volunteered to contact Dame Iris about the possibility of her coming to the 1989 MLA 
Convention, to be held in Washington D.C. 
 
(Item:  Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws) HEUSEL asked that the group act on the Articles of 
Incorporation and on the By-Laws; the Society’s membership had approved both documents by mail 
earlier in the year.  MOORE moved approval; EVANS seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
MOORE moved adjournment; HEUSEL seconded.  Meeting adjourned shortly after 5pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 

January 1989 
MINUTES:  Board Meeting, 3.00pm December 28, 1988 

 
John BURKE, President, called the meeting to order shortly after 3.00pm in his room at the New Orleans 
Hilton,  Attending:  John BURKE, Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Dennis MOORE, and Richard TODD. 
 
(Item:  Newsletter).  BURKE asked about status of the Newsletter.  HEUSEL described conversations in 
which new and prospective members have complained about lack of service.  MOORE proposed 
readjusting specific issues (e.g., a Spring issue each March).  Emphasizing that our Newsletter needs to be 
an outlet for inventiveness and creativity, BURKE suggested possible articles; the treatment of Dame Iris 
in recent editions of reference works (e.g., Encyclopedia Britannica and Reader’s Encyclopedia); plans 
for Murdoch and John Bayley to give addresses at Christ Church, Oxford, 22-25 August 1989, at the 
Browning Centenary Conference; Richard Todd’s current stay in North America; Dame Iris’s new novel, 
to be published in the fall; and HEUSEL’s July 1987 interview with Dame Iris, published in the fall; and 
HEUSEL’s July 1987 review with Dame Iris’ published in the University of Windsor Review; Winter 
1988.  After additional discussion, BURKE moved and TODD seconded that there will be an issue each 
March 1 and each November 1. 
 
The motion passed, and BURKE agreed to write to Christine Ann Evans, Newsletter editor, informing her 
of the new schedule and instructing her on behalf of the Board to include in the Newsletter topical items 
and  items of business – including minutes from the annual meetings and the annual Secretary-Treasurer’s 
Report. 
 



(Item:  Special Sessions, ) BURKE, having participated earlier in the day in the MLA’s Delegate 
Assembly meeting, reported that the MLA had accepted 230 proposals this time from among 483 
proposals.  The groups discussed possible titles for another proposal and then agreed on ‘Iris Murdoch 
Turns 70:  New Assessments of Her Career’, a panel to include Cheryl Bove, Peter Conradi and Richard 
Todd, with BURKE serving as respondent.  BURKE will submit the proposal and will petition an 
exemption for Peter Conradi as a foreign scholar. 
 
(Item:  Possible Status as an ‘Allied Organization’.) BURKE confirmed that MLA has called a 
moratorium on new allied organizations; that MLA is instituting a two-year application process; that the 
new requirements will include having been in existence for at least three years; having at least 100 dues-
paying members, at least half of whom are MLA members; and/or having successfully held a certain 
number of seminars.  TODD pointed out that our involvement with seminars on Murdoch in the 
Netherlands and in France should strengthen our position. 
 
(Item:  Membership.)  Consensus is that the Society needs more members.  HEUSEL reported that we 
have 31 members now, a number of whom are new people who have in effect replaced the original 
members who have not renewed.  MOORE proposed designating someone to recruit new members and to 
encourage members to renew; HEUSEL suggested that such a job would be appropriate for the Society’s 
Vice President, BURKE moved, HUESEL seconded that the Vice President also be Membership Chair; 
the motion passed. 
 
Board adjourned in order to begin Annual Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 
 

January 1989 
 

MINUTES:  Annual Meeting 4.00pm  December 28, 1988 
 
John BURKE, President, called the meeting to order at 4.15pm in his room at the New Orleans Hilton.  
Attending:  John BURKE, Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Dennis MOORE, Richard TODD and Caroline 
WEBB. 
 
(Item:  Officers.) HEUSEL pointed out that John BURKE had succeeded Amin Malak, who has resigned 
as President, and that the vice president’s position was therefore open.  BURKE nominated WEBB as 
Vice President; she was elected unanimously. 
 
(Item:  Board Meeting.)  BURKE described the proceedings of today’s Board Meeting. 
 
(Item:  Newsletter.)  Group discussed pressing need for revitalizing Society’s Newsletter, so that it would 
be a vehicle for relaying details of particular interest to Murdochians. 
 
(Item:  Membership.)  HEUSEL said Society needs to develop ways to attract prospective members at 
Ann Arbor. 
 
(Item:  Minutes of the 1987 Meetings.)  MOORE presented minutes from last year’s Board Meeting and 
Annual Meeting (3 p.m. and 4 p.m. respectively, December 29 1987).  Group agreed on the following 
corrections: title of Elizabeth Dipple’s book is The Unresolvable Plot (p. 2 of Board Meeting minutes); 
MFS had special issue in 1968, not 1969 (p. 3 of Annual Meeting minutes).  BURKE moved, TODD 
seconded resolution thanking MOORE; motion passed. WEBB moved, BURKE seconded acceptance; 
motion passed. 



 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s report).  HEUSEL presented the attached report.  MOORE moved, TODD 
seconded, that we send a $25 check to Dean Thomas Mullen of Wake Forest University as a token of our 
appreciation for his generosity and our commitment to repay his loan; motion passed.  MOORE moved, 
WEBB seconded, acceptance of report; motion passed. 
 
Having covered all relevant old and new business, and finding ourselves in New Orleans, the group 
adjourned just before 5 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 
 
 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 
 

IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
 
1. Update on our application(s) for tax-exempt status 
 
Congratulations – we finally have it in writing that we’re tax exempt! 
 
I’ve received two letters recently, each replying to a year’s worth of paperwork, applications, paperwork, 
paperwork etc: 
 
a letter dated December 12 from Internal Revenue Service informing us that we are exempt from Federal 
income tax under section 501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code as an organization described in section 
501 (c) (3) 
 
a letter from the North Carolina Department of Revenue informing us that we do not owe any state taxes, 
either. 
 
2. Change of address 
 
As many of you have already seen, I have changed addresses – and am in the process of changing the 
Society’s official address, too.  Please note this new address: 
 
Dr. Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer, THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
c/o Department of English, University of Carolina 
Chapel Hull, NC 27599-3520 
Or 
501 Jones Ferry Rd., Apt. P-9, Carrboro, NC 27510 
 
Please note, too, that it says ‘in care’ of the English Department at Chapel Hill.  During the 1988-1989 
academic year, I am a visiting lecturer at U.N.C. 
 
3. Memberships:  we have 31. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Stevens Heusel. Secretary –Treasurer 



Murdoch, Satire and Song 
 
John Burke Jnr. 
 
Some of the more telling moments in Murdoch novel’s can occur during closure.  I would like to focus on 
one that occurs at the end of Under the Net (1954).  Jake Donaghue has come back to Mrs. Tinckham’s 
shop to retrieve a package of old manuscripts he has been storing there.  Then while sorting through his 
mail he learns from Mrs. Tinckham that his old friend and lost love Anna Quentin will soon be singing on 
a French radio program called Qu’est-ce que la Chanson?  Anna, it would seem, has at last shaken off the 
spell cast over her by Hugo Belfounder, a spell that had caused her to lose confidence in the world of 
words and so to turn away from her gift for song.  She had placed her hopes instead on the world of 
action and had turned to mime; a wordless art form  that would certainly have its appeal to Hugo, the man 
she loves and the man described by Jake in his first book as ‘the Silencer’.  That Anna would be singing 
again is a clear signal that she has been somehow restored to her former self.  Mrs. Tinckham turns up the 
radio, and Jake listens feelingly as Anna sings ‘an old French love song’.  When Jake finds he can bear 
listening no longer, he asks Mrs. Tinckham to turn the radio off.  Obviously, something important has 
happened.  It is also fairly clear that this incident is intended to recall the song in Jean-Paul Sartre’s La 
Nausée for those who have read both books.  (See Elizabeth Dipple, Work for the Spirit, 54).  What is not 
clear, however, is what it is all supposed to mean. 
 
Two possibilities do readily come to mind.  Murdoch could be affirming her kinship with Sartre through 
this incident.  But it could also be just the opposite, that she is instead pointing out the distance between 
her world view and the existentialist world view of Sartre.  On the surface of things, the second of these 
seems the more probable.  Murdoch’s own book on Sartre (1953) certainly leads us to believe that she 
became disenchanted with Sartrean existentialism much earlier than most, and well before she composed 
Under the Net.  On the other hand, there is an argument for a more positive and continuing influence of 
Sartre (see the essay by Ben Obumselu in ELH ,42 (1975), 296-317).  There have also been    *    as a 
moralist.  (See, for example, Linda A. Bell, Sartre’s Ethics of Authenticity [Tuscaloosa:  Univ. of 
Alabama Press, 1989]).  Still I believe we are on the right track when we see Murdoch’s reaction to 
Sartrean existentialism as primarily critical, if for no other reason than the existentialist concept of 
freedom ignores the sovereignty of the good. 
 
But if that is so, what is the point of the insistent echo of Nausea in the song at the end of Under the Net?  
To know that we must first understand the point of the song in Sartre’s much earlier novel. Nausea (1938) 
can strike us as a grim and unpleasant book.  For one thing very little seems to happen in it that matters.  
What little that can be said to matter is the refrain of a song, a jazz song that Antoine Roquentin, the 
narrator and hero of the book, likes to hear played whenever he is near a phonograph.  When he goes to 
his favourite pub Rendezvous de Cheminots early in the story, and discovers that his female comforter is 
nowhere to be found, he asks to hear it:  ‘Some of these days/You’ll miss me honey’.  We are not sure at 
first what to make of Roquentin’s attraction to this song.  He claims that it cures him of his nausea, if only 
momentarily.  We are very aware, however, that Roquentin lives a solitary life style and that he clearly 
feels lonely.  The words of the song seem to match his need for companionship.  Nevertheless, it may be 
worth noting that the words of the jazz song are in English in the original French text. And that seems to 
suggest that the emotions the song expresses are more important than anything the words say, or even that 
words aren’t important at all. 
 
This point seems especially significant at the end.  By that time Roquentin no longer has any sense of 
vocation because he has lost his faith in history and this abandoned the book he was writing about the 
Marquis de Rollbon.  He has watched his former lover Anna go off with another man.  He has also, with a 
much less clear rationale, turned aside from humanism which is discredited again in the shameful 
behaviour of the Self-Taught Man in Sartre’s Roquentin at the end?  He is left, we are asked to believe, 
with faith in the power of popular art forms such as song.  ‘Some of these days/You’ll miss me honey’.  
The song apparently provides him with faith in the power of art, especially popular art, to transcend the  
* this part of the text is missing from the original Newsletter 



loneliness and isolation of individual existence.  The novel asks us to believe that this particular jazz song 
convinces Roquetin that he should dedicate himself to creating something comparable to the song, 
something that will touch the hearts and minds of others as successfully as that song has touched him.  
What Roquentin will produce, of course, is Nausea, the very novel we have been reading. 
 
Murdoch’s Under the Net is also a self-begetting novel, but it does not rely on the aesthetic solution 
proposed by Sartre.  Jake Donaghue is also being prepared for writing the novel that is before us, but his 
preparation is primarily moral.  Jake, too, has to put aside thoughts of romance because he learns that the 
woman he loves has been in love with another man.  He, too, loses faith in what he has been writing; in 
his case, translations from the French.  Jake also has to straighten out his relationship with Hugo 
Belfounder before he can get on with his life.  When he tastes the goodness of Jean-Pierre Breteuil’s most 
recent novel, he sees what it is he might be able to do.  But to become the kind of writer he wants to be 
requires moral growth, a willingness to put aside the demands of self.  He demonstrates to us that he can 
do that when he turns down Madge’s tempting offer to sell his talents to the new Anglo-French film 
company.  He demonstrates it again when he puts up all the money he has to save the aging Mr. Mars 
from the equivalent of the dog pound, meaning that his pockets will be empty at the end as they were at 
the beginning.  Murdoch’s Jake Donaghue is almost ready to be an artist. 
 
Anna’s song comes as a reminder of the price he has to pay in personal satisfaction if he is going to 
follow through his new-found commitment to art.  Anna’s song does not point to the future, as the jazz 
song does in Nausea, because it is not a promise of who Jake will create.  It refers rather to the past, to his 
pursuit of Anna, to the frustration of his desire for meaningful companionship, to a love that can never be. 
Art for Murdoch requires pain and renunciation, but it begins with attention to the mystery of things.  
That is why the story ends, not with the song, but with Jake turning his attention to Mrs Tinckham’s cat 
Maggie.  Maggie, it turns out, has just given birth to four kittens.  Two of them are pure Siamese, one is a 
tabby, and the other is tabby and white.  None of them are half tabby and half Siamese as we might expect 
them to be.  What accounts for such a strange and varied litter? Art for Murdoch, it would seem, begins 
with the contemplation of such mysteries. 
 
University of Alabama 
 
 
 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Delos Press will publish Iris Murdoch’s essay ‘The Existentialist Political Myth’, first published in 
The Socratic Digest, in an edition limited to 225. 
 

*** 
 
Iris Murdoch and John Bayley will both be giving papers (or at least talking) at the Centenary Conference 
on Robert Browning that is to take place at Christ Church College, Oxford, this summer from the 22nd to 
the 25th August. 
 

*** 
 
There is news that Iris Murdoch has completed yet another novel and that it is now in the hands of her 
publishers. 
 

*** 
 
John Burke brings to our attention that there is an entry in the third edition of Benet’s Readers 
Encyclopedia (1987) on Iris Murdoch that, though certainly positive enough, does not much add to the 
information included in the second edition (1965).  The newest entry extends the list of novels by a few, 



but oddly enough leaves out some that are considered among her best (The Nice and the Good, A Fairly 
Honourable Defeat, The Black Prince, A Word Child) while including other less celebrated titles such as 
The Sandcastle, Henry and Cato, and Nuns and Soldiers.  Moreover, while three of her novels Under the 
Net, The Bell, and An Unofficial Rose) rated individual entries in 1965, those same entries have been 
retained in the 1987 edition, but no new entries have been added.  In John Burke’s words, ‘Time seems to 
have stood still at The Readers Encyclopedia’.
 
Barbara Stevens Heusel conducted an interview with Iris Murdoch in July 1987 which was published in 
the University of Windsor Review (Winter 1988). 
 
 
 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

Christine Evans is organizing a session entitled ‘Iris Murdoch:  Her French Connections’ for the NEMLA 
Conference to be held in Toronto in 1990.  She invites papers (not over 8 double-spaced pages in length) 
or proposals for papers on the topic of Murdoch and her interest in French literature and philosophy. Such 
possible focuses might include:  Murdoch and the French new novel, France in Murdoch’s novels, 
Murdoch and Raymond Queneau, Simone Weil, Jean-Paul Sartre.  Please send papers of proposals before 
September 1, 1989 to: 
 

Christine Ann Evans 
Lesley College 
Undergraduate School 
29 Mellen Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
 



 
IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY NEWS 

 
Caroline Webb of Wellesley College was elected vice president of the Iris Murdoch Society at the 
meeting of the society in New Orleans during the Modern Language Association Conference. 
 
 

**************************************** 
 

We welcome short articles (no longer than five pages), notes, news, reviews and bibliographical 
information.   Please address all material to: 
 
Christine Ann Evans 
Editor 
Iris Murdoch Newsletter 
Lesley College 
29 Mellen Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 

***************************************** 
 

THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER is the publication of the Iris Murdoch society, formed at the 
Modern Language Association Convention in New York City in December 1986.  It will appear yearly, 
offering a forum for short articles and notices and keeping members of the Society informed of new 
publications, symposia, and other news that has a bearing on Iris Murdoch and her writings. 
 
If you would like to become a member of the Society and automatically receive a Newsletter, please send 
a check in payment for the yearly dues (individual, $10, couple $15, student/retiree $5) to: 
 
Dr Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer 
THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
c/o Department of English 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3520 
Or 
501 Jones Ferry Rd., Apt. P-9 
Carrboro, NC 27510 
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The Iris Murdoch Society will keep its membership apprised of its yearly meetings within the pages of 
The Iris Murdoch Newsletter.  The following are the minutes of its meetings held at the MLA 
Conventions in San Francisco in 1987 and in New Orleans in 1988.  We extend our thanks to Dennis 
Moore who has diligently maintained this record for us. 
 

THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY
January 1988 

 
MINUTES:  Board Meeting, 3.00pm December 29, 1987 

 
Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Secretary-Treasurer, called the meeting to order shortly after 3.00pm, in her 
room at the San Francisco Hilton.  Attending:  John BURKE, Christine Ann EVANS, Barbara Stevens 
HEUSEL, Amin MALAK, and Dennis MOORE. 
 
HEUSEL reported that Martha SATZ, Society president, had called to say she cannot attend either this 
meeting or the 4.00pm annual meeting.  SATZ gave HEUSEL her proxy for voting on the proposed 
Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws. 
 
(Item:  Special Sessions.)  BURKE reported that the MLA program committee had accepted only 202 of 
the approximately 500 proposals they had received for special sessions.  MALAK said he had been told, 
last year, that the Society had just missed the cut-off for having a special session approved.  BURKE had 
written to SATZ with specific suggestions for making this year’s proposal more likely to be accepted.  
MALAK raised question of submitting a proposal for 1988 special session, at MLA’s New Orleans 
meeting, as opposed to waiting to have one in 1989 convention in Washington D.C.  Board agreed to 
present question at 4.00pm annual meeting.  BURKE, MALAK and HEUSEL each suggested possible 
topics. 
 
(Item: Resolutions).  Board considered and passed each of these four resolutions.  MALAK moved that 
Board commend Wake Forest University for its generous support of the Society during our first year; 
Board approved resolution unanimously.  MALAK moved that board commend Harvard University for 
contributing toward the expenses of the Society’s first Newsletter; Board approved resolution 
unanimously.  Moore moved that Board commend Barbara Stevens HEUSEL for her efforts at creating 
our Society; Board approved resolution unanimously.  Board agreed that BURKE will announce these 
resolutions at tomorrow morning’s Special Session. 
 
(Item: Newsletter).  BURKE moved, MALIK seconded that By-Laws require the Society’s Newsletter, to 
be published ‘one or more times per year’, rather than three times, motion passed.  EVANS reported that 
she is pursuing a grant to expand circulation of the Newsletter, especially among major research 
institutions.  HEUSEL asked about amount of information available for inclusion in next issue, and 
EVANS confirmed that she had received very little.  EVANS suggested including a 400-word abstract of 
each paper at tomorrow’s Special Session.  BURKE suggested that next issue mention Elizabeth Dipple’s 
new book, The Unresolvable Plot, which will include a chapter on Murdoch. 
 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report).  HEUSEL read report, a copy of which is to be attached to these 
minutes.  HEUSEL has sent an invitation to each writer included in Haro Bloom’s collection of essays on 
Murdoch; two contributors responded by joining the Society. 



(Item:  Dues).  MALAK raised issue of international exchange rate, expressing concern on part of many 
readers in Canada who have resisted sending $10 American.  MALAK moved to change dues structure by 
dropping any reference to U.S. dollars: BURKE seconded. Motion passed. 
 
(Item:  Proxies).  HEUSEL raised question of using proxies; BURKE suggested tabling the matter. 
 
(Item:  Next year’s meetings).  HEUSEL suggested 
setting times and date for the next year’s board meeting and annual meeting.  BURKE recommended 
3.00pm and 4.00pm on Wednesday, December 28, 1988, to avoid any possible conflicts with meetings of 
MLA Delegate Assembly. 
 
Board adjourned in order to begin 4.00pm Annual Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 

Minutes: Annual Meeting 4.00pm December 29, 1987 
 

Amin MALAK, Society Vice President, called the meeting to order shortly after 4.00pm in the room of 
the Secretary-Treasurer Barbara Steven HEUSEL at the San Francisco Hilton.  Attending:  Miranda 
BOCK-PALLANT, John BURKE, Christine Ann EVANS, Barbara Stevens HEUSEK, Amin MALAK 
and Dennis MOOR. 
 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report).  HEUSEL circulated copies of minutes from December 29, 1986 
meeting in New York City and then presented Secretary-Treasurer’s report, a copy of which is to be 
attached to these minutes. MOORE moved, HEUSEL seconded that copy of report be furnished to 
EVANS for inclusion in next issue of Society’s Newsletter; motion passed.  MALAK asked EVANS to 
send additional copies to each Board member, HEUSEL will furnish copy of report, and of membership 
list (as of December 19, 1987) to MALIK. 
 
(Item:  Membership).  MALAK said it is most heartening to see that the Society has 31 members during 
its first year.  MOORE asked about legality of circulating membership list, MALAK said that to do so 
would be illegal. 
 
(Item:  Election of officers).  HEUSEL nominated Amin MALAK, current Vice President, for one-year 
term as president, and John BURKE for one-year term as Vice President.  Both passed unanimously. 
 
(Item:  Dues structure).  MALAK moved to change dues structure by dropping any reference to U.S 
dollars; HEUSEL seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
(Item:  Proposing a session for 1988 MLA convention).  MALAK suggested it would be   
appropriate to have a session every second year.   
BURKE reminded group that Society’s fate is not totally in our own hands, in that MLA has to decide 
whether to approve any proposal; he recommended that, having no guarantees, we submit a proposal each 
year. 
 
MOORE asked if our sponsoring special sessions would strengthen our case when we apply to the MLA 
for Affiliate status, and BURKE said that it should.  We discussed the question of including Iris Murdoch 
as proposed speaker in whatever special session we propose.  Burke surmised that we would need to 
provide for John Bayley’s accompanying her – and reported that Tulane University had brought them to 
New Orleans in early 1987 through a large Mellon grant. 
 
MOORE suggested that BURKE develop a proposal for 1988 MLA, and BURKE reiterated possibilities:  
(1) a large session, perhaps with funding from MLA, that would include her presence; (2) simply having 



another Special Session of papers.  MOORE raised possibility of a two-part celebration of Murdoch’s 
birthday; proposing a panel for 1988 and then proposing a larger program for the 1989 convention that 
would include participation by Dame Iris. 
 
MALAK pointed out that through our Newsletter we can certainly call attention to her birthday.  
HEUSEL reported that the Literary Review (London) has asked her for a special critique of Murdoch’s 
work in commemoration of the seventieth birthday, EVANS asked about possibility of targeting other 
publications, and MALAK reminded group of special edition  
published in 1968 by Modern Fiction Studies. 
 
Consensus was that first possibility BURKE had described would not be practical for 1988 MLA. 
BURKE agreed to submit proposal for 1988 special session, tentatively entitled ‘Iris Murdoch’s 
Experiments in Form’, and he will announce that proposal at tomorrow’s Special Session. 
 
(‘Iris Murdoch:  New Readings’ will be at 8.30 a.m. in the Lassen Room of the San Francisco Hilton, as 
session 631 in the MLA’s 1987 convention.  Martha SATZ, the Society’s 1987 President, will preside and 
BURKE, EVANS and HEUSEL will read papers). 
 
HEUSEL volunteered to contact Dame Iris about the possibility of her coming to the 1989 MLA 
Convention, to be held in Washington D.C. 
 
(Item:  Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws) HEUSEL asked that the group act on the Articles of 
Incorporation and on the By-Laws; the Society’s membership had approved both documents by mail 
earlier in the year.  MOORE moved approval; EVANS seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
MOORE moved adjournment; HEUSEL seconded.  Meeting adjourned shortly after 5pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 

January 1989 
MINUTES:  Board Meeting, 3.00pm December 28, 1988 

 
John BURKE, President, called the meeting to order shortly after 3.00pm in his room at the New Orleans 
Hilton,  Attending:  John BURKE, Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Dennis MOORE, and Richard TODD. 
 
(Item:  Newsletter).  BURKE asked about status of the Newsletter.  HEUSEL described conversations in 
which new and prospective members have complained about lack of service.  MOORE proposed 
readjusting specific issues (e.g., a Spring issue each March).  Emphasizing that our Newsletter needs to be 
an outlet for inventiveness and creativity, BURKE suggested possible articles; the treatment of Dame Iris 
in recent editions of reference works (e.g., Encyclopedia Britannica and Reader’s Encyclopedia); plans 
for Murdoch and John Bayley to give addresses at Christ Church, Oxford, 22-25 August 1989, at the 
Browning Centenary Conference; Richard Todd’s current stay in North America; Dame Iris’s new novel, 
to be published in the fall; and HEUSEL’s July 1987 interview with Dame Iris, published in the fall; and 
HEUSEL’s July 1987 review with Dame Iris’ published in the University of Windsor Review; Winter 
1988.  After additional discussion, BURKE moved and TODD seconded that there will be an issue each 
March 1 and each November 1. 
 
The motion passed, and BURKE agreed to write to Christine Ann Evans, Newsletter editor, informing her 
of the new schedule and instructing her on behalf of the Board to include in the Newsletter topical items 
and  items of business – including minutes from the annual meetings and the annual Secretary-Treasurer’s 
Report. 
 



(Item:  Special Sessions, ) BURKE, having participated earlier in the day in the MLA’s Delegate 
Assembly meeting, reported that the MLA had accepted 230 proposals this time from among 483 
proposals.  The groups discussed possible titles for another proposal and then agreed on ‘Iris Murdoch 
Turns 70:  New Assessments of Her Career’, a panel to include Cheryl Bove, Peter Conradi and Richard 
Todd, with BURKE serving as respondent.  BURKE will submit the proposal and will petition an 
exemption for Peter Conradi as a foreign scholar. 
 
(Item:  Possible Status as an ‘Allied Organization’.) BURKE confirmed that MLA has called a 
moratorium on new allied organizations; that MLA is instituting a two-year application process; that the 
new requirements will include having been in existence for at least three years; having at least 100 dues-
paying members, at least half of whom are MLA members; and/or having successfully held a certain 
number of seminars.  TODD pointed out that our involvement with seminars on Murdoch in the 
Netherlands and in France should strengthen our position. 
 
(Item:  Membership.)  Consensus is that the Society needs more members.  HEUSEL reported that we 
have 31 members now, a number of whom are new people who have in effect replaced the original 
members who have not renewed.  MOORE proposed designating someone to recruit new members and to 
encourage members to renew; HEUSEL suggested that such a job would be appropriate for the Society’s 
Vice President, BURKE moved, HUESEL seconded that the Vice President also be Membership Chair; 
the motion passed. 
 
Board adjourned in order to begin Annual Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 
 

January 1989 
 

MINUTES:  Annual Meeting 4.00pm  December 28, 1988 
 
John BURKE, President, called the meeting to order at 4.15pm in his room at the New Orleans Hilton.  
Attending:  John BURKE, Barbara Stevens HEUSEL, Dennis MOORE, Richard TODD and Caroline 
WEBB. 
 
(Item:  Officers.) HEUSEL pointed out that John BURKE had succeeded Amin Malak, who has resigned 
as President, and that the vice president’s position was therefore open.  BURKE nominated WEBB as 
Vice President; she was elected unanimously. 
 
(Item:  Board Meeting.)  BURKE described the proceedings of today’s Board Meeting. 
 
(Item:  Newsletter.)  Group discussed pressing need for revitalizing Society’s Newsletter, so that it would 
be a vehicle for relaying details of particular interest to Murdochians. 
 
(Item:  Membership.)  HEUSEL said Society needs to develop ways to attract prospective members at 
Ann Arbor. 
 
(Item:  Minutes of the 1987 Meetings.)  MOORE presented minutes from last year’s Board Meeting and 
Annual Meeting (3 p.m. and 4 p.m. respectively, December 29 1987).  Group agreed on the following 
corrections: title of Elizabeth Dipple’s book is The Unresolvable Plot (p. 2 of Board Meeting minutes); 
MFS had special issue in 1968, not 1969 (p. 3 of Annual Meeting minutes).  BURKE moved, TODD 
seconded resolution thanking MOORE; motion passed. WEBB moved, BURKE seconded acceptance; 
motion passed. 



 
(Item:  Secretary-Treasurer’s report).  HEUSEL presented the attached report.  MOORE moved, TODD 
seconded, that we send a $25 check to Dean Thomas Mullen of Wake Forest University as a token of our 
appreciation for his generosity and our commitment to repay his loan; motion passed.  MOORE moved, 
WEBB seconded, acceptance of report; motion passed. 
 
Having covered all relevant old and new business, and finding ourselves in New Orleans, the group 
adjourned just before 5 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Moore 
 
 
 
 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 
 

IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
 
1. Update on our application(s) for tax-exempt status 
 
Congratulations – we finally have it in writing that we’re tax exempt! 
 
I’ve received two letters recently, each replying to a year’s worth of paperwork, applications, paperwork, 
paperwork etc: 
 
a letter dated December 12 from Internal Revenue Service informing us that we are exempt from Federal 
income tax under section 501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code as an organization described in section 
501 (c) (3) 
 
a letter from the North Carolina Department of Revenue informing us that we do not owe any state taxes, 
either. 
 
2. Change of address 
 
As many of you have already seen, I have changed addresses – and am in the process of changing the 
Society’s official address, too.  Please note this new address: 
 
Dr. Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer, THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
c/o Department of English, University of Carolina 
Chapel Hull, NC 27599-3520 
Or 
501 Jones Ferry Rd., Apt. P-9, Carrboro, NC 27510 
 
Please note, too, that it says ‘in care’ of the English Department at Chapel Hill.  During the 1988-1989 
academic year, I am a visiting lecturer at U.N.C. 
 
3. Memberships:  we have 31. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Stevens Heusel. Secretary –Treasurer 



Murdoch, Satire and Song 
 
John Burke Jnr. 
 
Some of the more telling moments in Murdoch novel’s can occur during closure.  I would like to focus on 
one that occurs at the end of Under the Net (1954).  Jake Donaghue has come back to Mrs. Tinckham’s 
shop to retrieve a package of old manuscripts he has been storing there.  Then while sorting through his 
mail he learns from Mrs. Tinckham that his old friend and lost love Anna Quentin will soon be singing on 
a French radio program called Qu’est-ce que la Chanson?  Anna, it would seem, has at last shaken off the 
spell cast over her by Hugo Belfounder, a spell that had caused her to lose confidence in the world of 
words and so to turn away from her gift for song.  She had placed her hopes instead on the world of 
action and had turned to mime; a wordless art form  that would certainly have its appeal to Hugo, the man 
she loves and the man described by Jake in his first book as ‘the Silencer’.  That Anna would be singing 
again is a clear signal that she has been somehow restored to her former self.  Mrs. Tinckham turns up the 
radio, and Jake listens feelingly as Anna sings ‘an old French love song’.  When Jake finds he can bear 
listening no longer, he asks Mrs. Tinckham to turn the radio off.  Obviously, something important has 
happened.  It is also fairly clear that this incident is intended to recall the song in Jean-Paul Sartre’s La 
Nausée for those who have read both books.  (See Elizabeth Dipple, Work for the Spirit, 54).  What is not 
clear, however, is what it is all supposed to mean. 
 
Two possibilities do readily come to mind.  Murdoch could be affirming her kinship with Sartre through 
this incident.  But it could also be just the opposite, that she is instead pointing out the distance between 
her world view and the existentialist world view of Sartre.  On the surface of things, the second of these 
seems the more probable.  Murdoch’s own book on Sartre (1953) certainly leads us to believe that she 
became disenchanted with Sartrean existentialism much earlier than most, and well before she composed 
Under the Net.  On the other hand, there is an argument for a more positive and continuing influence of 
Sartre (see the essay by Ben Obumselu in ELH ,42 (1975), 296-317).  There have also been    *    as a 
moralist.  (See, for example, Linda A. Bell, Sartre’s Ethics of Authenticity [Tuscaloosa:  Univ. of 
Alabama Press, 1989]).  Still I believe we are on the right track when we see Murdoch’s reaction to 
Sartrean existentialism as primarily critical, if for no other reason than the existentialist concept of 
freedom ignores the sovereignty of the good. 
 
But if that is so, what is the point of the insistent echo of Nausea in the song at the end of Under the Net?  
To know that we must first understand the point of the song in Sartre’s much earlier novel. Nausea (1938) 
can strike us as a grim and unpleasant book.  For one thing very little seems to happen in it that matters.  
What little that can be said to matter is the refrain of a song, a jazz song that Antoine Roquentin, the 
narrator and hero of the book, likes to hear played whenever he is near a phonograph.  When he goes to 
his favourite pub Rendezvous de Cheminots early in the story, and discovers that his female comforter is 
nowhere to be found, he asks to hear it:  ‘Some of these days/You’ll miss me honey’.  We are not sure at 
first what to make of Roquentin’s attraction to this song.  He claims that it cures him of his nausea, if only 
momentarily.  We are very aware, however, that Roquentin lives a solitary life style and that he clearly 
feels lonely.  The words of the song seem to match his need for companionship.  Nevertheless, it may be 
worth noting that the words of the jazz song are in English in the original French text. And that seems to 
suggest that the emotions the song expresses are more important than anything the words say, or even that 
words aren’t important at all. 
 
This point seems especially significant at the end.  By that time Roquentin no longer has any sense of 
vocation because he has lost his faith in history and this abandoned the book he was writing about the 
Marquis de Rollbon.  He has watched his former lover Anna go off with another man.  He has also, with a 
much less clear rationale, turned aside from humanism which is discredited again in the shameful 
behaviour of the Self-Taught Man in Sartre’s Roquentin at the end?  He is left, we are asked to believe, 
with faith in the power of popular art forms such as song.  ‘Some of these days/You’ll miss me honey’.  
The song apparently provides him with faith in the power of art, especially popular art, to transcend the  
* this part of the text is missing from the original Newsletter 



loneliness and isolation of individual existence.  The novel asks us to believe that this particular jazz song 
convinces Roquetin that he should dedicate himself to creating something comparable to the song, 
something that will touch the hearts and minds of others as successfully as that song has touched him.  
What Roquentin will produce, of course, is Nausea, the very novel we have been reading. 
 
Murdoch’s Under the Net is also a self-begetting novel, but it does not rely on the aesthetic solution 
proposed by Sartre.  Jake Donaghue is also being prepared for writing the novel that is before us, but his 
preparation is primarily moral.  Jake, too, has to put aside thoughts of romance because he learns that the 
woman he loves has been in love with another man.  He, too, loses faith in what he has been writing; in 
his case, translations from the French.  Jake also has to straighten out his relationship with Hugo 
Belfounder before he can get on with his life.  When he tastes the goodness of Jean-Pierre Breteuil’s most 
recent novel, he sees what it is he might be able to do.  But to become the kind of writer he wants to be 
requires moral growth, a willingness to put aside the demands of self.  He demonstrates to us that he can 
do that when he turns down Madge’s tempting offer to sell his talents to the new Anglo-French film 
company.  He demonstrates it again when he puts up all the money he has to save the aging Mr. Mars 
from the equivalent of the dog pound, meaning that his pockets will be empty at the end as they were at 
the beginning.  Murdoch’s Jake Donaghue is almost ready to be an artist. 
 
Anna’s song comes as a reminder of the price he has to pay in personal satisfaction if he is going to 
follow through his new-found commitment to art.  Anna’s song does not point to the future, as the jazz 
song does in Nausea, because it is not a promise of who Jake will create.  It refers rather to the past, to his 
pursuit of Anna, to the frustration of his desire for meaningful companionship, to a love that can never be. 
Art for Murdoch requires pain and renunciation, but it begins with attention to the mystery of things.  
That is why the story ends, not with the song, but with Jake turning his attention to Mrs Tinckham’s cat 
Maggie.  Maggie, it turns out, has just given birth to four kittens.  Two of them are pure Siamese, one is a 
tabby, and the other is tabby and white.  None of them are half tabby and half Siamese as we might expect 
them to be.  What accounts for such a strange and varied litter? Art for Murdoch, it would seem, begins 
with the contemplation of such mysteries. 
 
University of Alabama 
 
 
 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Delos Press will publish Iris Murdoch’s essay ‘The Existentialist Political Myth’, first published in 
The Socratic Digest, in an edition limited to 225. 
 

*** 
 
Iris Murdoch and John Bayley will both be giving papers (or at least talking) at the Centenary Conference 
on Robert Browning that is to take place at Christ Church College, Oxford, this summer from the 22nd to 
the 25th August. 
 

*** 
 
There is news that Iris Murdoch has completed yet another novel and that it is now in the hands of her 
publishers. 
 

*** 
 
John Burke brings to our attention that there is an entry in the third edition of Benet’s Readers 
Encyclopedia (1987) on Iris Murdoch that, though certainly positive enough, does not much add to the 
information included in the second edition (1965).  The newest entry extends the list of novels by a few, 



but oddly enough leaves out some that are considered among her best (The Nice and the Good, A Fairly 
Honourable Defeat, The Black Prince, A Word Child) while including other less celebrated titles such as 
The Sandcastle, Henry and Cato, and Nuns and Soldiers.  Moreover, while three of her novels Under the 
Net, The Bell, and An Unofficial Rose) rated individual entries in 1965, those same entries have been 
retained in the 1987 edition, but no new entries have been added.  In John Burke’s words, ‘Time seems to 
have stood still at The Readers Encyclopedia’.
 
Barbara Stevens Heusel conducted an interview with Iris Murdoch in July 1987 which was published in 
the University of Windsor Review (Winter 1988). 
 
 
 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

Christine Evans is organizing a session entitled ‘Iris Murdoch:  Her French Connections’ for the NEMLA 
Conference to be held in Toronto in 1990.  She invites papers (not over 8 double-spaced pages in length) 
or proposals for papers on the topic of Murdoch and her interest in French literature and philosophy. Such 
possible focuses might include:  Murdoch and the French new novel, France in Murdoch’s novels, 
Murdoch and Raymond Queneau, Simone Weil, Jean-Paul Sartre.  Please send papers of proposals before 
September 1, 1989 to: 
 

Christine Ann Evans 
Lesley College 
Undergraduate School 
29 Mellen Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
 



 
IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY NEWS 

 
Caroline Webb of Wellesley College was elected vice president of the Iris Murdoch Society at the 
meeting of the society in New Orleans during the Modern Language Association Conference. 
 
 

**************************************** 
 

We welcome short articles (no longer than five pages), notes, news, reviews and bibliographical 
information.   Please address all material to: 
 
Christine Ann Evans 
Editor 
Iris Murdoch Newsletter 
Lesley College 
29 Mellen Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 

***************************************** 
 

THE IRIS MURDOCH NEWSLETTER is the publication of the Iris Murdoch society, formed at the 
Modern Language Association Convention in New York City in December 1986.  It will appear yearly, 
offering a forum for short articles and notices and keeping members of the Society informed of new 
publications, symposia, and other news that has a bearing on Iris Murdoch and her writings. 
 
If you would like to become a member of the Society and automatically receive a Newsletter, please send 
a check in payment for the yearly dues (individual, $10, couple $15, student/retiree $5) to: 
 
Dr Barbara Stevens Heusel 
Secretary/Treasurer 
THE IRIS MURDOCH SOCIETY 
c/o Department of English 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3520 
Or 
501 Jones Ferry Rd., Apt. P-9 
Carrboro, NC 27510 
 

 
































































































































































































































