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Portsmouth City Council & 
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities 

AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership (CDP) studentship – The Visual and Material Mythologies of Sherlock Holmes, 1887-present day with Portsmouth City Council and University of Chichester.

Candidate Questions – Answers to be submitted along with your CV to HR@chi.ac.uk 
Application deadline: Monday 17th August 2026


1.	Career Motivation: What motivates your interest in pursuing a career in academia or the heritage sector?
2.	Research Experience: Which aspects of academic research do you find most rewarding, and which do you find most challenging?
3.	Communication and Engagement: How would you prepare and deliver a short presentation on a research topic to effectively engage a diverse audience, including students, academics, and members of the public?
4.	Research Outline Statement (Max. 750 words): Please outline your initial vision for a doctoral research project exploring the visual and material representation of Sherlock Holmes. This does not need to be a fully developed proposal; we are interested in your early ideas and approach.
You may find the following subheadings helpful: Project aims, Overview of your area of interest (including relevant historical period and cultural context) and Specific aspects of Sherlock Holmes that you find particularly compelling.
5.	Relevant Experience: 
Please describe your experience of using or working in a library, working in, visiting or accessing museums or heritage settings.
6.	Exhibition Concept: What is your vision for a new exhibition on the stories of Sherlock Holmes? In your response, consider not only the narratives themselves, but also their visual representations and how these might be interpreted and experienced by audiences in the 2020s.
7.	Skills and Preparation: What skills and experiences have prepared you to undertake an independent research project?
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